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Box 3.4 The differences hetween qualitative and quantitative research

Qualitative paradigms

Concerned with understanding behaviour
from actors’ own frames of reference
Naturalistic and uncontrolled observation
Subjective

Close to the data: the ‘insider’
perspective

Grounded, discovery oriented,
exploratory, expansionist, descriptive,
inductive

Process oriented

Valid: real, rich, deep data
Ungeneralizable: single case studies
Holistic

Assumes a dynamic reality

Quantitative paradigms

e Seeks the facts/causes of social
phenomena

e Obtrusive and controlled measurement

e Objective

e Removed from the data: the ‘outsider’
perspective

e Ungrounded, verification oriented,
reductionist, hypothetico-deductive

e Qutcome oriented

e Reliable: hard and replicable data

e Generalizable: multiple case studies
e Particularistic

e Assumes a stable reality

(Source: Adapted from Oakley 1999: 156)

P

Source: Loraine Blaxter et al., How to Research, McGraw-Hill, 2010
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