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� Psychology
� Good = Increase strength of your message by repeating it.

� Ex:  Repeat text.

� Better = Increase strength of message by repeating it in a different form.
� Ex:  Text + visual element

Questions:

Visual Aids
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Questions:

1. How to make a visual aid effective

2. When to use the visual aid

3. How to select the best type of visual element

� Ex:  Pie chart, bar graph, line graph

4. How to integrate the visual aid into the text
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� Goal of visual aid 

� Reader apprehends more 
information, more quickly.

� Ex: Text

Making a Visual Aid Truly Visual
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We
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� Ex: Table

Making a Visual Aid Truly Visual (con’t)
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� Ex: Graph

Making a Visual Aid Truly Visual (con’t)
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� Principles – when to use a visual aid

1. When words alone would be either impossible or quite 
inefficient for describing a concept or an object

2. When a visual aid is needed to underscore an important 
point, especially a summary

Deciding When to use a Visual Aid
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point, especially a summary

3. When a visual element is conventionally or easily used to 
present data.
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� Text is often insufficient to describe an idea or object

Visual Aid for Describing/Clarifying
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� Summary of ideas you have presented

� Emphasize important ideas for the reader

Visual Aid for Highlighting Important Points
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� Some types of data are 
always presented as visual 
aids
� Cost summaries

� Budget calculations

Frequency spectra

Visual Aid for Easy Presentation of Data
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� Frequency spectra

� Electrical circuits

� ect…

� Always present these types 
of data as visual aids
� Reader will  expect it.
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� Western

� Left-to-right

� Top-to-bottom

� Functions

Conventions of Visual Perception
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Time

Freq

� Display of axis

� Labels

� Legends
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� Line graphs

� Bar graphs

� Pie diagrams

� Tables

Selecting the Best Type of Visual Aid
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� Tables

� Photographs

� Line Drawings
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