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2 Multiagent Systems and
Societies of Agents

ichael N. Huhns and Larry M. Stephens

2.1 Introdue

sents operate and exist in some enviromment, which bypically i both computa-
tional and physical. The environment might be open or closed, and it might or
b oot contain ather sibations ol

nts. Although th

v by itself, the inerensing inte nnet and 1

such situations vare, and in the waal state

in ot with ather agents, W

characteristios of an individual agent wws of this chapter is on systems with
ws b deal with

ths A times, the number ¢ v b b

v aml it s then more convenient o deal with them colle v,

wirome
r prodietiv

o such inberac tions

b, and ¢

e to analyze, ¢

arh

i which el interact with
The
to take pla
and protocols for

a computational infrastocto

enviranment s will provide

The infrastrocture will inchuds p nbs bo comnmnie ke

Communicat utueals ¢ ¢ ‘| anel vl el mes
nts b have conversat

nts t e

Tnteraction protocals enable g s, wehich Tor our purposes

arestructured exchanges of messages. As a concrete

scatnple of Hhese, n commini-

af e van b

chit specity that the following typ hunged

Fartion

if avtian

Gerhard Weiss (ed.),

Multiagent Systems: A Modern Approach to
Distributed Artificial Intelligence, :
MIT PI'CSS, 1999 B Connterprop
Chapter 2 Based an these

rae af action

at a ¢ L

s with a proposed cour

e af action

s types, the fllowing conversation  an instance of an
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