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The Data Tsunami
A Brief History of Data and Our Struggle to Manage It

 

According to some estimates, 90% of the world’s total data 

volume was created in the last two years. Roughly 2.5 quintillion 

(2,500,000,000,000,000,000) bytes of data are created every 

day—an estimated 1.7 megabytes per second per person on the 

planet. We’re dealing with more data—and more types of data— 

than ever. It’s no wonder organizations are struggling to capture, 

archive and supervise it all. How did we get there? Here’s a brief 

history of data and how we’re using it. 
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1895     Marconi invents the radio

1909  First commercial radio station goes on air

1928  The “IBM Computer Card” doubles the

             amount of stored data

1936  Alan Turing presents idea of a computing

             machine

1939  HP is founded in a Palo Alto, CA. garage

1940  The FCC adopts television transmission

             standards

Mass Media 1895 AD -1940 AD

1814     Joseph Nicéphore Niépce creates first 

             photograph

1837     First commercial telegraph installed

1876  Alexander Graham Bell patents the

             telephone

1877  Thomas Edison patents the phonograph

1890  Herman Hollerith designs a punch card

             system to calculate U.S. Census. His

             company later became IBM

Industrial Age 1814 AD -1890 AD

              
200,000 BC     Birth of human speech

200,000 BC - 2900 BCStone Age

              

              

1050 BC     Phoenicians develop the first

                   alphabet based on sound.

600 BC       Library of Assyrian King

                   Ashurbanipal founded

280-250 BC     Library of Alexandria built

305 AD       Chinese invent wooden printing 
                   press

1041           Pi Sheng invents movable type

                  (clay)

1400          “Popular prints,” low-quality,

                   mass-produced images, emerge

                   in Europe 

1455           Johannes Gutenberg develops

                   printing press with movable type

                  (metal)

1578           England’s Queen Elizabeth

1609           First newspapers 

Iron Age 1050 BC - 1609 AD

1944     ENIAC, the world’s first digital computer

             is built 

1946  ENIAC creators launch the first commer-

             cial digital computer, the UNIVAC

1947  Bell Laboratories invents the transistor

1952  IBM introduces the Model 726 magnetic

             tape storage

1958  Jack Kilby and Robert Noyce invent the

             integrated circuit

1959  IBM’s RAMAC computer systems ship 

             with world’s first hard disk drive storage

1968  Doug Engelbart unveils a computer with

             a mouse and GUI features

1973  Xerox builds the Alto with GUI features

1976  Apple founded

Information Age 1944 AD - 1976 AD

2008     Amazon launches the Elastic Compute 

             Cloud (AWS)

  Microsoft launches OneDrive

2009  WhatsApp launches

2010  Salesforce Chatter launches

2011  Microsoft launches Office 365

2013  Slack launches its collaboration platform

  Microsoft launches SharePoint Online

  Zoom platform launches

2015  Adobe launches Document Cloud

2017  Microsoft Teams launches

             Japan amends Act Protection of 

             Personal Information

2018  Verizon launches 5G wireless service

              EU enacts GDPR data privacy rules

2019     Facebook plans to unify messaging platforms

2020      California Consumer Privacy Act enacted

               Zoom shares soar more than 400% amid 

              Covid lockdowns

               Brazil enacts Lei Geral de Proteçao

              de Dados privacy rules

The Cloud 2008 AD - 2020 AD...

Big Data 2001 AD - 2006 AD

2001     Microsoft launches SharePoint

2002 Reid Hoffman launches LinkedIn

2003 Skype launches video-

            conferencing platform

2004 Facebook launches

2006 Twitter launches

Internet Age 1969 AD - 1993 AD

1969  ARPAnet, the forerunner of the internet, 

             sends first transmission

  U.S. astronauts land on the moon

1971  First email sent

1972  IBM invents the floppy disk drive

1976  110 KB 5 ¼ inch floppy disk introduced

1982  Industry standardizes the 3 ½ inch 

             “hard-shell” floppy disk

1984  Apple launches the Macintosh

1987  Toshiba commercializes flash memory

1989  Tim Berners-Lee invents the internet

  Microsoft launches Office

1991  Microsoft releases Mail Client for

             Windows NT

1993  NCSA releases Mosaic, the first

             mainstream web browser

  Adobe launches Acrobat (PDF)
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30,000 BC     Oldest surviving cave paintings

35,000 BC     Egyptians invent hieroglyphics

                     Sumerians invent cuneiform writing

   3400 BC     Earliest recorded archive in

                     Sumerian Uruk

Bronze Age 1050 BC - 1609 AD

1996     Mirabilis launches ICQ, the first 
             instant messaging app

2000  M-Systems launches USB

             flash drive

Social Media 1996 AD - 2000 AD

One zettabyte is approximately equal to a thousand
exabytes, a billion terabytes, or a trillion gigabytes.

Data Created in Zettabytes 2


