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ETYMOLOGY OF “SYSTEM”

systema

LATE LATIN

an arrangement, 

system

syn-

GREEK

together

histanai

GREEK

+

root of histanai

“cause to stand”

synistanai

GREEK

to place together, organize, 

form in order

systema 

GREEK

organized whole, 

a whole compounded of parts

system

ENGLISH

the whole creation, 

the universe,

1610s

https://www.etymonline.com/search?q=system

*sta-

GREEK

PIE root *sta-

“to stand, make or be firm”
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Discipline
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Systematic
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ACKOFF’S CLASSIFICATION

Parts Whole Example

Mechanistic No choice No choice Machines

Animate No choice Choice Persons

Social Choice Choice Corporations

Ecological Choice No Choice Nature
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