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The Cognitive Science of Consciousness: Conclusion
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• Mysterians: consciousness is a mystery that we have 

no idea how to tackle with the tools and methods of 

cognitive science.

• Cognitive scientists: we have thriving research 

programs that study different aspects of the conscious 

mind and how consciousness contributes to action and 

cognition.

PART 3: APPLICATIONS

Chapter 15: The Cognitive Science of Consciousness

Chapter 15.6: Conclusion 
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• The so-called hard problem of consciousness will 

disappear once we have a good enough understanding 

of the various phenomena lumped together under the 

label “access consciousness”.

• Daniel Dennett
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• Vitalism in biology: in the early 19th century, vitalists believed 
that the mechanist tools of biology and chemistry were in principle 
incapable of explaining the difference between living organisms 
and the rest of the natural world. Thus the proposed “vital force”.

• Vitalism has no scientific credibility today. The more that was 
discovered about the biology and chemistry of living things, the 
less work there was for a vital force. 

• However, the debates about vitalism is important in forcing 
biologists to develop new models and new experimental tools.
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Chapter 15 (Section 15.6)


